THE FALLEN SKY: AN INTIMATE HISTORY OF SHOOTING
STARS

What is your first impression about the fallen sky: an intimate history of shooting stars
by christopher cokinos weaving natural history, memoir, and the stories of maverick
scientists, daring adventurers, and stargazing dreamers, this epic work takes us from
antarctica to outer space to tell the tale of how the study of meteorites became a
scientific passion. a famed polar explorer who risked personal ruin-and the lives of his
crew-in a quest for massive iron meteorites hidden in weaving natural history, memoir,
and the stories of maverick scientists, daring adventurers, and stargazing dreamers, this
epic work takes us from antarctica to outer space to tell the tale of how the study of
meteorites became a scientific passion. a famed polar explorer who risked personal
ruin-and the lives of his crew-in a quest for massive iron meteorites hidden in an arctic
wasteland. a nervy, obscure professor who staked his life against the scientific
indifference of his day to become the world's most prominent meteorite collector and
researcher. an australian scientist confronted with a geological mystery in the outbackthe key to which might yet unlock a secret of evolution on planet earth. these characters

and many other collectors, researchers, dreamers, schemers, and ordinary people
populate christopher cokinos's the fallen sky. through their foibles and successes, their
adventures and tragedies, cokinos unfolds the panoramic history of how science came to
understand meteorites-the rocks that fall from space to the earth-and how these stones
reveal truths not only of the solar system, but of the human heart as well. long sought as
trophies of exploratory success, scientific specimens, or even space-age novelties,
meteorites have a long and complex hold on the human psyche. their allure endures
from tribal altars to high-tech labs, and cokinos incisively explores the drama and
history of our pursuit of the fallen sky. over the course of more than seven years, he
crisscrossed the globe from greenland to the american southwest, from australia to
antarctica, following in the footsteps of explorers, collectors, and scientists, gaining
access to their personal papers and documents, to try to understand the obsession that
draws so many people to these fragments of iron and stone, these pieces of the universe
that we can hold in our hands. this is an adventure story, a compelling work of firstperson literary journalism, and a scientific history, all told through the lives of its
remarkable characters-the eccentrics and geniuses who have committed themselves to
understanding the stuff of life and death that comes from the sky. ...more
Download: the-fallen-sky-an-intimate-history-of-shooting-stars.pdf
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MENTAL FLOSS PRESENTS FORBIDDEN KNOWLEDGE: A
WICKEDLY SMART GUIDE TO HISTORY'S NAUGHTIEST BITS
(MENTAL FLOSS PRESENTS)
think of anything bad, from art heists to genghis kahn, and it's likely to be
included in this wickedly smart and humorous guide to the seedy underbelly of
basically everything. the brainiac team at "mental_floss", creators of the hit
magazine and last year's condensed knowledge, have scoured the darkest, dirtiest
corners of history and the globe to gather this ultimate co think of anything bad,
from art heists to genghis kahn, and it's likely to be included in this wickedly
smart and humorous guide to the seedy underbelly of basically everything. the
brainiac team at "mental_floss", creators of the hit magazine and last year's
Readable/Downloadable
condensed knowledge, have scoured the darkest, dirtiest corners of history and the
globe to gather this ultimate collection of the bad stuff you're not supposed to
know and you certainly never learned in school. organized by theme, with
chapters for each of the seven deadly sins, the book includes feuds, plagiarists,
hoaxes, lies, schemes, scandals, evil dictators, mob bosses, acts of revenge, angry
queens, cannibals and much more, all organized into bite-sized—albeit foultasting—lists (i.e."the fascist style guide: five dictator grooming tips", “four
biblical girls gone wild" and “three delicious animals we charbroiled into
extinction."). it's the perfect way to add some spice to a dull conversation and
proves that learning can be not only easy, but exquisitely sinful. ...more

ACTION PHILOSOPHERS ACTION PHILOSOPHERS!: THE LIVES
AND THOUGHTS OF HISTORY'S A-LIST BRAIN TRUST TOLD IN A
HIP AND HUMOROUS FASHION, VOL 1
action philosophers details the lives and thoughts of history's a-list brain trust in a
hip and humorous fashion that proves that philosophy is not just the province of
boring, tweed-enveloped professors. action philosophers giant-size thing volume
1 collects the first three sold-out issues of the smash-hit award -winning comic
book series from writer fred van lente and ar action philosophers details the lives
and thoughts of history's a-list brain trust in a hip and humorous fashion that
proves that philosophy is not just the province of boring, tweed-enveloped
professors. action philosophers giant-size thing volume 1 collects the first three
sold-out issues of the smash-hit award -winning comic book series from writer
fred van lente and artist ryan dunlavey. ...more
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A TREASURY OF ROYAL SCANDALS: THE SHOCKING TRUE
STORIES OF HISTORY'S WICKEDEST, WEIRDEST, MOST WANTON
KINGS, QUEENS, TSARS, POPES, AND EMPERORS
from nero's nagging mother (whom he found especially annoying after taking her
as his lover) to catherine's stable of studs (not of the equine variety), here is a
wickedly delightful look at the most scandalous royal doings you never learned
about in history class. gleeful, naughty, sometimes perverted-like so many of the
crowned heads themselves-a treasury of royal scanda from nero's nagging mother
(whom he found especially annoying after taking her as his lover) to catherine's
stable of studs (not of the equine variety), here is a wickedly delightful look at the
most scandalous royal doings you never learned about in history class. gleeful,
naughty, sometimes perverted-like so many of the crowned heads themselves-a
treasury of royal scandals presents the best (the worst?) of royal misbehavior
through the ages. from ancient rome to edwardian england, from the lavish rooms
of versailles to the dankest corners of the bastille, the great royals of europe have
excelled at savage parenting, deadly rivalry, pathological lust, and meeting death
with the utmost indignity-or just very bad luck. ...more
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A TREASURY OF DECEPTION: LIARS, MISLEADERS,
HOODWINKERS, AND THE EXTRAORDINARY TRUE STORIES OF
HISTORY'S GREATEST HOAXES, FAKES, AND FRAUDS
we may say that honesty is the best policy, but history—to say nothing of
business, politics, and the media—suggests otherwise. in this infinitely citable
book, the author of two bestselling treasuries of scandal recounts some of the
greatest deceptions of all time. with what forged document did the vatican lay
claim to much of europe? who wrote hitler’s diaries? why do mi we may say that
honesty is the best policy, but history—to say nothing of business, politics, and
the media—suggests otherwise. in this infinitely citable book, the author of two
bestselling treasuries of scandal recounts some of the greatest deceptions of all
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time. with what forged document did the vatican lay claim to much of europe?
who wrote hitler’s diaries? why do millions still believe the vague doggerel that
nostradamus passed off as prophecy? organizing his material by theme (con
artists, the press, military trickery, scientific fraud, imposters, great escapes, and
more), michael farquhar takes in everything from the hoodwinking of hitler to
vincent “the chin” gigante’s thirty-year crazy act.a treasury of deception is a
zestful, gossipy exposé—and celebration—of mendacity. a treasury of deception
also includes: ten tricksters from scripture ten great liars in literature ten egregious
examples of modern american doublespeak ten classic deceptions from greek
mythology ...more

A TREASURY OF DECEPTION: LIARS, MISLEADERS,
HOODWINKERS, AND THE EXTRAORDINARY TRUE STORIES OF
HISTORY'S GREATEST HOAXES, FAKES AND FRAUDS
some authors revel in heroic acts and breathtaking achievements; michael
farquhar prefers miscreants. in a treasury of great american scandals, he led us on
a tour through the dark side of american history. in a treasury of deception, he
introduces us (in the words of the subtitle) to "liars, misleaders, hoodwinkers, and Readable/Downloadable
the extraordinary true stories of history's greatest some authors revel in heroic acts
and breathtaking achievements; michael farquhar prefers miscreants. in a treasury
of great american scandals, he led us on a tour through the dark side of american
history. in a treasury of deception, he introduces us (in the words of the subtitle)
to "liars, misleaders, hoodwinkers, and the extraordinary true stories of history's
greatest hoaxes, fakes, and frauds." ...more

THE GREATEST MAGICIANS ON EARTH: THE WORKERS OF SOME
OF HISTORY'S MOST INCREDIBLE WONDERS -- WITH AN
ACCOUNT OF THEIR FEATS, TRICKS, ILLUSIONS, MIRACLES, AND
SPELLS
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HISTORY'S KID HEROES: THE DAWN ROCHELLE SERIES: SO MUCH TO LIVE FOR: BOOK THREE (DAWN
ROCHELLE #3)
fifteen-year-old dawn rochelle has survived cancer not once, but twice. no one knows the battle better than she does. that's why
dawn agrees to be a camp couselor for young kids with cancer--the same camp she and her best friend sandy had attended. now
sandy is gone. can dawn handle the memories? how can she help the kids if she is still hurting so much?
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HEAVENLY INTRIGUE: JOHANNES KEPLER, TYCHO BRAHE, AND
THE MURDER BEHIND ONE OF HISTORY'S GREATEST SCIENTIFIC
DISCOVERIES
a real-life amadeus: set against the backdrop of the counter-reformation, this is the
story of the stormy collaboration between two revolutionary astronomers, tycho
brahe and johannes kepler. that collaboration would mark the dawn of modern
science and end in murder. johannes kepler changed forever our understanding of
the universe with his three laws of planetary mot a real-life amadeus: set against
the backdrop of the counter-reformation, this is the story of the stormy
collaboration between two revolutionary astronomers, tycho brahe and johannes
kepler. that collaboration would mark the dawn of modern science and end in
murder. johannes kepler changed forever our understanding of the universe with
his three laws of planetary motion. he demolished the ancient model of planets
moving in circular orbits and laid the foundation for the universal law of
gravitation, setting physics on the course of revelation it follows to this day.
kepler was one of the greatest astronomers of all time. yet if it hadn't been for the
now lesser-known tycho brahe, the man for whom kepler apprenticed, kepler
would be a mere footnote in today's science books. brahe was the imperial
mathematician at the court of the holy roman emperor in prague and the most
Readable/Downloadable
famous astronomer of his era. he was one of the first great systematic empirical
scientists and one of the earliest founders of the modern scientific method. his
forty years of planetary observations—an unparalleled treasure of empirical
data—contained the key to kepler's historic breakthrough. but those observations
would become available to kepler only after brahe's death. this groundbreaking
history portrays the turbulent collaboration between these two astronomers at the
turn of the seventeenth century and their shattering discoveries that would mark
the transition from medieval to modern science. but that is only half the story.
based on recent forensic evidence (analyzed here for the first time) and original
research into medieval and renaissance alchemy—all buttressed by in-depth
interviews with leading historians, scientists, and medical specialists—the authors
have put together shocking and compelling evidence that tycho brahe did not die
of natural causes, as has been believed for four hundred years. he was
systematically poisoned—most likely by his assistant, johannes kepler. an epic
tale of murder and scientific discovery, heavenly intrigue reveals the dark side of
one of history’s most brilliant minds and tells the story of court politics, personal
intrigue, and superstition that surrounded the protean invention of two great
astronomers and their quest to find truth and beauty in the heavens above. ...more

NIV, THE CASE FOR THE RESURRECTION, PAPERBACK: A FIRSTCENTURY INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER PROBES HISTORY'S
PIVOTAL EVENT
the case for the resurrection, a ninety-six-page booklet from bestselling author lee
strobel, provides new evidence that shines a fresh light on the bible’s most
important story—the resurrection. whether you’re a pastor, layperson, student,
parent, or grandparent … leading up to the easter holiday season is a time when
millions of people are looking for engaging ways to br the case for the
resurrection, a ninety-six-page booklet from bestselling author lee strobel,
provides new evidence that shines a fresh light on the bible’s most important
story—the resurrection. whether you’re a pastor, layperson, student, parent, or
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grandparent … leading up to the easter holiday season is a time when millions of
people are looking for engaging ways to bring the easter story to life. the case for
the resurrection is designed to help meet your needs by providing a compact, lowpriced booklet with new evidence from lee strobel that shines a fresh light on the
bible’s most important story—the resurrection. featuring free niv sample material
from strobel’s new the case for christ study bible, the easter story from the book
of luke with all study notes from the case for christ study bible linking into the
story, and the most-read, most-trusted niv scripture text … this small but powerful
booklet will become required easter reading for you year after year. ...more
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AFTER THE FACT: THE SURPRISING FATES OF AMERICAN
HISTORY'S HEROES, VILLAINS, AND SUPPORTING CHAR ACTERS
this book picks up where traditional histories leave off. where are they now?
meets history 101. lingering on the scene long after the smoke has cleared and the
spotlights have moved on, it uncovers the telling details of history's most
compelling subplots.
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DIARY OF A TIME TRAVELER: TRAVEL THE GLOBE AND MEET
HISTORY'S MOST INTERESTING CHARACTERS
when young augustus complains that history class is boring, his teacher gives him
a magic time-traveling diary, and takes him on a whistle-stop tour of history
through the ages. on his trip he meets some of the world's finest explorers,
inventors, leaders, writers, and luminaries, including albert einstein, abraham
lincoln, mozart, and shakespeare.
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SPEAK LIKE CHURCHILL, STAND LIKE LINCOLN: 21 POWERFUL
SECRETS OF HISTORY'S GREATEST SPEAKERS
moisture creased pages, unmarked
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SOCRATES MEETS JESUS: HISTORY'S GREATEST QUESTIONER
CONFRONTS THE CLAIMS OF CHRIST
what would happen if socrates--yes, the socrates of ancient athens--suddenly
showed up on the campus of a major university and enrolled in its divinity
school? what would he think of human progress since his day? how would he
react to our values? to our culture? and what would he think of jesus? peter kreeft,
christian philosopher and longtime admirer of the historic socra what would
happen if socrates--yes, the socrates of ancient athens--suddenly showed up on the
campus of a major university and enrolled in its divinity school? what would he
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think of human progress since his day? how would he react to our values? to our
culture? and what would he think of jesus? peter kreeft, christian philosopher and
longtime admirer of the historic socrates, imagines the result. in this drama
socrates meets such fellow students as bertha broadmind, thomas keptic and molly
mooney. throughout, kreeft weaves an intriguing web as he brings socrates closer
and closer to a meeting with jesus. here is a startling and provocative portrayal of
reason in search of truth. in a new introduction to this revised edition, kreeft also
highlights the inspiration for this book and the key questions of truth and faith it
addresses. ...more

DARWIN AND THE BARNACLE: THE STORY OF ONE TINY
CREATURE AND HISTORY'S MOST SPECTACULAR SCIENTIFIC
BREAKTHROUGH
a scientific detective story that illuminates the remarkable saga of darwin's greatest
achievement. pairing charles darwin and a rare species of barnacle as her unlikely
protagonists, rebecca stott has written an absorbing work of history that guides
readers through the treacherous shoals of nineteenth-century biology. beginning her
scientific detective story in the 1820s, a scientific detective story that illuminates
the remarkable saga of darwin's greatest achievement. pairing charles darwin and a
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rare species of barnacle as her unlikely protagonists, rebecca stott has written an
absorbing work of history that guides readers through the treacherous shoals of
nineteenth-century biology. beginning her scientific detective story in the 1820s,
even before darwin's beagle voyage, stott examines the mystery of why darwin
waited over two decades between formulating his pivotal theory of natural selection
and publishing it. lavishly illustrated, filled with riddles and concepts that challenge
our notion of victorian science, darwin and the barnacle is a thrilling account of
how genius proceeds through indirection—and how one small item of curiosity
contributed to history's most spectacular scientific breakthrough. ...more

PDF FILE: THE FALLEN SKY AN INTIMATE HISTORY OF SHOOTING STARS

6
THE GREAT BIG BOOK OF HORRIBLE THINGS: THE DEFINITIVE
CHRONICLE OF HISTORY'S 100 WORST ATROCITIES
evangelists of human progress meet their opposite in matthew white's epic
examination of history's one hundred most violent events, or, in white's piquant
phrasing, "the numbers that people want to argue about." reaching back to 480
bce's second persian war, white moves chronologically through history to this
century's war in the congo and devotes chapters to each event, w evangelists of
human progress meet their opposite in matthew white's epic examination of
history's one hundred most violent events, or, in white's piquant phrasing, "the
numbers that people want to argue about." reaching back to 480 bce's second
persian war, white moves chronologically through history to this century's war in
the congo and devotes chapters to each event, where he surrounds hard facts (time
and place) and succinct takeaways (who usually gets the blame?) with lively
military, social, and political histories. with the eye of a seasoned statistician,
white assigns each entry a ranking based on body count, and in doing so he gives
voice to the suffering of ordinary people that, inexorably, has defined every
historical epoch. by turns droll, insightful, matter-of-fact, and ultimately
sympathetic to those who died, the great big book of horrible things gives readers
a chance to reach their own conclusions while offering a stark reminder of the
darkness of the human heart. ...more
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SCANDALOUS WOMEN: THE LIVES AND LOVES OF HISTORY'S
MOST NOTORIOUS WOMEN
throughout history women have caused wars, defied the rules, and brought men to
their knees. the famous and the infamous, queens, divorcées, actresses, and
outlaws have created a ruckus during their lifetimes-turning heads while making
waves. scandalous women tells the stories of the risk takers who have flouted
convention, beaten the odds, and determined the course of wor throughout history
women have caused wars, defied the rules, and brought men to their knees. the
famous and the infamous, queens, divorcées, actresses, and outlaws have created a
ruckus during their lifetimes-turning heads while making waves. scandalous
women tells the stories of the risk takers who have flouted convention, beaten the
odds, and determined the course of world events. *when cleopatra (69 bc-30 bc)
wasn't bathing in asses' milk, the last pharaoh of the ptolemaic dynasty ruled
Readable/Downloadable
egypt and forged an important political alliance with rome against her enemiesuntil her dalliance with marc antony turned the empire against her. *emilie du
châtelet (1706-1748), a mathematician, physicist, author, and paramour of one of
the greatest minds in france, voltaire, shocked society with her unorthodox
lifestyle and intellectual prowess-and became a leader in the study of theoretical
physics in france at a time when the sciences were ruled by men. *long before
rosa parks refused to give up her seat on the bus, ida b. wells-barnett (1862-1928)
fought to end discrimination and the terrible crime of lynching and helped found
the naacp, but became known as a difficult woman for her refusal to compromise
and was largely lost in the annals of history. *gertrude bell (1868-1926) had a
passion for archaeology and languages, and left her privileged world behind to
become one of the foremost chroniclers of british imperialism in the middle east,
and one of the architects of the modern nation of iraq. ...more

PROVINCIALIZING EUROPE: POSTCOLONIAL THOUGHT AND HISTORICAL
DIFFERENCE (NEW EDITION) (PRINCETON STUDIES IN
CULTURE/POWER/HISTORY)
first published in 2000, dipesh chakrabarty's influential provincializing europe addresses the
mythical figure of europe that is often taken to be the original site of modernity in many
histories of capitalist transition in non-western countries. this imaginary europe, dipesh
chakrabarty argues, is built into the social sciences. the very idea of historicizing carries with
first published in 2000, dipesh chakrabarty's influential provincializing europe addresses the
mythical figure of europe that is often taken to be the original site of modernity in many
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histories of capitalist transition in non-western countries. this imaginary europe, dipesh
chakrabarty argues, is built into the social sciences. the very idea of historicizing carries with
it some peculiarly european assumptions about disenchanted space, secular time, and
sovereignty. measured against such mythical standards, capitalist transition in the third world
has often seemed either incomplete or lacking. provincializing europe proposes that every case
of transition to capitalism is a case of translation as well--a translation of existing worlds and
their thought--categories into the categories and self-understandings of capitalist modernity.
now featuring a new preface in which chakrabarty responds to his critics, this book globalizes
european thought by exploring how it may be renewed both for and from the margins. ...more
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SECRETS OF MARY MAGDALENE: THE UNTOLD STORY OF
HISTORY'S MOST MISUNDERSTOOD WOMAN
secrets of mary magdalene: the untold story of history’s most misunderstood
woman addresses one of the defining mysteries of the last two millennia. with
essays, interviews, stories, and art by some of the greatest thinkers and writers of
our time, including elaine pagels, anna quindlen, and james carroll, this book
covers a fascinating range of thought-provoking ideas and secrets of mary
magdalene: the untold story of history’s most misunderstood woman addresses
one of the defining mysteries of the last two millennia. with essays, interviews,
stories, and art by some of the greatest thinkers and writers of our time, including
elaine pagels, anna quindlen, and james carroll, this book covers a fascinating
range of thought-provoking ideas and questions. who was the historical mary
magdalene? what has she meant throughout the last two thousand years? what
does she mean to us today? ...more
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THE RIGHT WAY TO DO WRONG: A UNIQUE SELECTION OF
WRITINGS BY HISTORY'S GREATEST ESCAPE ARTIST
one of the most intriguing and recognized figures of the twentieth century
conducts a masterclass in subversion originally published in 1906,the right way to
do wrongwas a masterclass in subversion conducted by the world’s greatest
illusionist. it collected houdini’s findings, from interviews with criminals and
police officers, on the most surefire ways to commit crime and one of the most
intriguing and recognized figures of the twentieth century conducts a masterclass
in subversion originally published in 1906, the right way to do wrong was a
masterclass in subversion conducted by the world’s greatest illusionist. it
collected houdini’s findings, from interviews with criminals and police officers,
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on the most surefire ways to commit crime and get away with it. this volume
presents the best of those writings alongside little-known articles by houdini on
his own brand of deception: magic. revealing the secrets of his signature tricks,
including handcuff and rope escapes, and debunking the methods of his rivals, he
proves himself to be just as clever and nimble a writer as he was a magician—and
surprisingly free with trade secrets! all of which makes this unique selection of
works both the ultimate anti-etiquette guide and proof that things are not always
as they seem. in an exclusive introduction to this volume, teller—magician,
comedian, and silent sidekick of penn jillette—speaks up about the greatest
magician of modern times. ...more

ACTION PHILOSOPHERS!: THE LIVES AND THOUGHTS OF
HISTORY'S A-LIST BRAIN TRUST
imagine plato as a wrestling superstar of ancient greece, nietzsche as the original
ubermensch, and bohidharma as the grand master of kung fu. these are not just
great thinkers they also make great comics. action philosophers details the lives
and thoughts of history's a-list brain trust in hip and humorous comic book
fashion. all nine issues of the award-winning, best-sel imagine plato as a wrestling
superstar of ancient greece, nietzsche as the original ubermensch, and bohidharma
as the grand master of kung fu. these are not just great thinkers they also make
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great comics. action philosophers details the lives and thoughts of history's a-list
brain trust in hip and humorous comic book fashion. all nine issues of the awardwinning, best-selling comic book series have been collected into a single volume,
making this a comprehensive cartoon history of ideas from pre-socratics to
jacques derrida, including four new stories. ""you'll never have more fun getting
the real scoop on the big ideas that have made the world the mess we live in
today!"" — tom morris (author of philosophy for dummies, if aristotle ran general
motors, and if harry potter ran general electric). ...more
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